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SITKA SOUND HERRING FISHERY UPDATE #2 

Sitka…. An aerial survey was conducted today covering Sitka Sound north of West Crawfish Inlet, and 

south of Krestof Sound. No herring or herring spawn was observed. The highest concentration of herring 

predators was observed between Bieli Rock and Inner Point; numerous whales were seen working in 

deeper waters west of Bieli Rock. Additionally, 10 whales and 40 sea lions were in the waters of Crow 

Pass and south of Middle Island, and 2 whales and 20 sea lions were observed along the northeast Middle 

Island shore. 

 

The vessel R/V Kestrel found a large biomass of herring in the deep water west of Bieli Rock. Other large 

concentrations were found in Crow Pass and along the northeast Middle Island shoreline. The R/V Kestrel 

will depart the dock on March 18
th
 at 7:00 a.m. to begin surveying and will be prepared to take fishery 

samples. 

 

Test samples taken on March 17:   

North Crow Pass, 8.6% mature roe, 1.6% immature roe, 153 gram, 48% female; 

North Crow Island, 0.1% mature roe, 8.2% immature roe, 75 gram, 57% female; 

North Middle Island, 8.7% mature roe, 1.0% immature roe, 138 gram, 40% female; 

 

Fishermen wanting to make practice sets may do so in Eastern Channel until further notice.  

 

The next Fishery Update can be expected on Saturday, March 18. 
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